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Artist’s Statement 
My art addresses how physical action swims in a sea of symbols. Our mortality is defined by the duality of symbol and action, in that the symbolic realm alone remains when we are gone. I see the world this way, since half of me is descended from a culture that is extinct. I had to learn about my heritage via symbols and words, nothing tangible. Symbols and words served for me to fill in the experience of emptiness or absence. Because this process is both a universal one, and a process that is unique for each individual, symbols and words became a focus for my art. Images in my work may portray piles of letters that illustrate what happens to words when speech is over; they resemble the stones of the toppled monument in Shelly's "Ozymandias". Other works refer to phrases from conversation, or psychotherapy sessions, swirling around each other in space to demonstrate the flow of emotion between individuals. In general, my work treats text as a visual enterprise. It reflects strong influences from my past as a graffiti artist, and, for a period of time, as a studio-bound painter of classical nudes.

The work in this installation focuses on words as they lift off of the page, fly out of the mouth, or crumble into a pile of letters. It juxtaposes text as a fundamental construct for space, with text as a focus for the action of reading. On these canvases and photo collages, you will observe a twisting and turning matrix of words. The word matrices may incorporate conversations between people, or quotes to which the conversations referred. The resulting matrices, or vocabulary of marks, resemble words flying about a room, like World War 1 biplanes in a dogfight conveying the emotion of the moment, and are configured to act as the furniture in the scene, or the latticework supporting all human action. 
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